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Abstract

This paper reexamines the philosophical significance of hua
(transformation) in the Xunzi, revealing its theoretical potential as a key
driver for ethical and institutional creation. It introduces the notion of
“double turn” to highlight how Xunzi, through dialogue with
contemporary Confucian and Daoist thinkers, transforms hua into a
systematic ethical-engineering project. In contrast to the mythologization
of hua in the Liji, the naturalistic cultivation and expansion view of
Mencius, and the spontaneous transformation of Zhuangzi, Xunzi
conceptualizes hua as a rupture-inducing transformation—one that
reorganizes the structural configuration of human nature. This occurs
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through the construction and enactment of ritual (li) and the gradual
accumulation of effort (ji), thereby triggering a qualitative shift in the
expression of human nature. On this basis, Xunzi articulates a tensive
cultivation framework — including both the counteractive practice of yang
and the ethical-epistemological virtues of xu, yi, and jing — thereby
constructing a dynamic ethical system centered on li, one that is capable
of self-generative creation and critical self-adjustment. This theoretical
position is here termed “ritual constructivism,” emphasizing li not only as
a medium of moral expression but as a constitutive condition of ethical
life. His theory of transformation reveals a profound understanding of the
dialectical tensions between constancy and non-constancy, as well as
between enduring patterns and contingent change. This framework offers
a creative and self-corrective cultural model, opening new directions for
contemporary reflection on moral cultivation, normative authority, and
institutional formation.

Keywords: Xunzi, hua (transformation), li (ritual), ethical
transformation, human nature, exertion, ji
(accumulation), yang (nurture), xu (openness), yi
(focus or unity), jing (calmness)
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